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Student Elections Features New Booths And Low lurnout
By Baraka Dorsey
Managing Editor
On May 4, 5, and 8, York College held
its annual Student Government Elections in
the Cafeteria. Monitored by the Queens
Board of Elections, this year marked the first
time York College has used election booths
instead of ballot boxes in a student election.
The booths were requested by students
in an effort to avoid the controversy which
surrounded last year's elections. The Student Multicultural Coalition (SMC) and the
Coalition Of Progessive Students (COPS)
were embroiled in a stew of problems resulting from charges of ballot-stuffing and
ballot-box stealing.
"Election booths were part of the agreement reached between the college and
COPS," said Frankee Davis, Evening VicePresident of Student Government and member of SMC. "However, we [Student Government] support the idea, because ballot
boxes are too vulnerable to stuffing, stealing, and other improprieties. Election
booths are best for everyone."
Although the elections were held on
three days, there was a low voter turnout.
According to unofficial results released by
the Board of Elections, out of approximately
6,656 students eligible to vote, only 850 stu-

York students use new voting booths to assure integrity of elections.
dents voted.
"The low turnout is another example of
the apathetic attitude of many students,"
said Davis. "The same students who complain and wonder about their Association
Fees and how they are spent, are the same
students who choose not to take control of
their money."
As most of the candidates belonged to
the SMC slate, it is no surprise that, unof-

ficially, most of the winners of the 23 AtLarge seats belong to that group.
However, it should be noted that Davis,
one of the At-Large SMC candidates favored
to win re-election, lost the election by a surprising margin.
Out of seven Departmental Seats, six are
held by members of the other slate - People
Organized Working for Equal Rights
(POWER).

The 23 At-Large Senators-Elect, in order of their rank in the election, are as follows:
Jocelyn Badette, Robert Hudson,
Christopher Pierre, Jose Cinque-Rivas,
Jessica Clark, Joseph Novembre, Yvrose
Supplice, Marie Constant, Mozammel
Jamal, Jean Hyppolite, Mohammed Islam, Mannan Ahman, Mohammad
§Momin, Mizan Biswas, Nadegejerome,
s
Beatrice Mills. Pilar Morillo. Tamal
jMannan, Ayala Avni, Md. Matiur
iRahman, Tej Pal Singh, Debbie
aMarcelline, and Sheikh Ali.
|
The seven Departmental Senators-Elect,
jj iisted in no particular order, are as follows:
Lancelot Rochester (Natural Sciences),
Patrice Kemp (Accounting and Business),
Malik Gregory Callender (Mathematics),
Harold St. Hilaire (Social Sciences),
Maritz Griffith (Early Childhood Education), Christie Taylor (Fine Arts), and
George Watkins (English).
The new senators will take office in June.
They are expected to attend an annual Leadership Training Retreat in Upstate New
York in late summer. Pandora's Box
wishes them good luck in the coming year.

Asbestos Removal: AHot Topic AtYork INSIDE
|
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George Targownik, Director of Campus Planning, explains safety measures
taken to protect students.
By Christopher Chaney
Editor-in-Chief
Last week students in the Academic Core
building suffered through hot weather because air conditioning vents were shut down
to prevent the circulation of asbestos fibers.
Asbestos insulant was found in the base
flashing of the Core building roof when repair work to eliminate leaks was set to begin.
Water-leaks during storms have always
been a problem at York but never a danger.
Asbestos, a cancer causing agent, can be a
killer if it is ignored In fact, it is no longer
permitted as a building material in any struc-

ture. However, York College's original
contractor was able to use the dangerous
material because of a "grandfather clause"
which allowed companies to use their excess materials, including asbestos.
The asbestos was located in the base
flashing (where the corners of the roof meet
the wall) where the Dorm Authority
(building's caretaker) discovered it in
preparation of the Walsh Construction Co.
clean-up.
The construction corporation was immediately reassigned the job of asbestos removal and divided the roof into fourteen
work areas so they could systematically re-

move any asbestos. By dividing the area into
sections they were able to shut off the air
conditioning ducts to prohibit asbestos fibers
from circulating through the air as an extra
precaution. Air meters were also set up in
work areas to measure any harmful levels of
asbestos in the air. The roof is the only place
asbestos has been discovered and it's been
stated that there is no asbestos in the interior
of the building.
"We have no asbestos on the inside," said
George Targownik, Director of Campus
Planning. He proceeded to explain that "the
asbestos on the roof is very inert and no fibers come out of it, but just to be sure (the
air vents are shut)."
Targownik stressed that all necessary precautions were being taken to ensure the
safety of the college community. All air
samples are sent to the Kemron. Environmental Services which has reported asbestos
measurements way below dangerous levels..
The only time that the asbestos can become harmful is when the workers unearth
it because the fibers are admitted to the air.
That's why they avoid contact with the fibers by wearing air filters, gloves and special overalls. Most of this work is presently
occurring on the roof adjacent to the library
and students responded to the uncomfortable
situation.
"It's very inconvenient to take a two hour
class in such hot temperatures," said Yovelys
Continued on page ?.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
V.R Says Goodbye To All What'dHeSay
Dear Editor:
As my term as Evening Vice President
comes to an end, many thoughts run through
my mind while I prepare for finals. In retrospect this year has been a true learning
experience. From the controversy of last
year's elections, to the chaos of the
Goldstein Report, there has never been a
dull moment. Now, a newly elected student
will soon replace me in the office of 1G04.
There were many issues on both a student body-wide and an individual basis that
were addressed. And unfortunately, so
many more that were not. With the emergence of the 1993-94 Student Government
Elect, may this all change.
Change within the hallowed hails of
York College will only occur with a unified
student body and government. Individual
agendas must be put to the side to accomplish those things that are in the interest of
the student body as a whole. Not just where
the Goldstein Report is concerned. Every
issue that affects college life and access to
higher education must receive equal and
zealous attention.
I would like to invite the President of

York College, faculty and administration to
work closer with the students they say they
are here for. Feel free to drop by and have
lunch with us, or sit in our classes. Remember what is was like to be a student, and all
the problems and obstacles that had to be
overcome just to get to class day after day.
Stop looking at the statistics compiled about
the students and begin to look into the faces,
hearts and minds of students.
Although I will not be a member of Student Government, I will still be involved in
the York College community. The Fall
1993 semester will find me a Staff writer
for Pandora's Box, and one of many working to establish Ihe York College Black Student Union.
f bid one and all Peace. Thank you to
all of those who assisted me in Student Government: Osememe, Erica Oseohtue, Sean,
Serena, and all those who put up with my
putting them to work because they were
standing there.
Remember that no matter what you are
involved in at York, you are first and foremost a STUDENT - the rest is just honey
on a biscuit.
Sincerely, Frankee Davis

Dear Editor:
There is a constant situation that concerns me. Maybe by bringing it to your attention it can help clear up this situation.
This is my 5th semester at York College
and at this point in my college career I
would like to become more active in school
activities.
What I've noticed is that activities are
held in the atrium that are supposed to be
open for all students to attend, but I don't
feel welcome or invited when the entire program is conducted in a language ! don't
understand.
Customary songs, poetry, stories, etc., in
order to keep thei-r-aurhenticky, must be recited in the appropriate language. However,
an entire program done this way is no iongcr
cultural enrichment, it is restrictive.
My point is that since everyone has io
pay an association fee, we shcuid have the
choice of participation. In order to make
that choice, we must first understand what
we are participating in. That's what cultural
programming is all about.
Sincerely,
Leatrice Singleton
Student
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Pandora's Special Op-Ed Page
Some Advice For Our New Senators

Real Men
Do Care

By Benjamin Jorge
Guest Columnist
If you are a man, what can you say —
what do you say — to a woman who has just
had a miscarriage?
All I could do was listen when my friend
Teresa called me at six in the morning wincing in pain and trapped in confusion. She
wasn't sure if she had lost the baby, but she
was bleeding. She urgently awoke me so I
could phone her married boyfriend and tell
him to rush over.
I called her back immediately alter giving him the message. Her voice was barely
audible, she sounded so weak. I wanted to
call for an ambulance, but she was already
awaiting a doctor's return call. All I could
do was wait with her hoping that either her
boyfriend or the doctor would come through.
I prayed that the sound of my voice was
enough to get her through it.
The best thing to do was keep her mind off
of this tragedy. How, was the question. It
seemed almost ridiculous to make the attempt.
Compiled and Produced by the South Afri- handed down. Mr. Derby-Lewis's detention remanded till May 12 this year. No bail What measures up to the loss of life? All I
could offer was the love of one friend to ancan Consulate General
order has not yet expired (4/30).
application was made (4/13).
other and that's what I did —wholeheartedly.
But visualizing her curled up in pain like
"South Africa Now" is a compilation of REACTION TO HANI ASSASSINATION GOLDSTONE COMMENDS ANC ALLIa
tiny
ball in that small refurnished attic
news highlights from the South African BYANC
ANCE AND POLICE
apartment
scared me. I wished she had
media distributed through the Consulate
called
someone
else — her mom, for inGeneral newsletter This Week In South Af- African National Congress (ANC) President The ANC [African National Congress] alstance,
or
one
of
her girlfriends. Why me,
rica. These events have all taken place be- Nelson Mandela on Saturday appealed for liance, police and the National Peace Secme
a
guy?
What
did I have to offer? How
tween April 13 and May 3 of this year.
calm throughout the country. In his reac- retariat deserved praise for the relatively
could
I
empathize
with her or come even
tion to the assassination of the SACP's peaceful nature of events surrounding the
close
to
understanding
her pain?
DERBY-LEWIS IS HELD OVER HANI
[South African Communist Party] secretary- death of SACP [South African Communist
Finally
the
doctor
called
back on her
general Chris Hani Mr. Mandela said: "With Party] leader Chris Hani, Judge Richard
other
line,
but
he
didn't
bring
the relief or
Top Conservative Party (CP) member Clive all the authority at my command I appeal to Goldstone said: "The ability of people to
the
comfort
that
I
wanted.
I
was
ready to
Derby-Lewis was detained by police last all of our people to remain calm and to give physical and verbal expression to their
leave
my
friends
care
in
the
hands
of
a pronight in connection with the assassination honor the memory of Chris Hani by remain- feelings serves as an important safety valve
fessional,
but
this
incompetent
doctor
told
of South African Communist Party (SACP) ing a disciplined force for peace." Mr. and may prevent more uncontrolled and
her
that
she
couldn't
be
admitted
into
a
leader Chris Hani. Mr. Derby-Lewis, a Mandela appealed to South Africans not to widespread violence." Parties agreed the
medical
center
until
9:00
a.m..
At
this
time
member of the President's Council and close be provoked into any acts of violence, even violence should be further discussed in a
confidante of Conservative Party leader Dr. if it was motivated by a desire to avenge Mr. workshop, which will be closed to the pub- it was only 7:00 a.m. and despite the angry
Andries Treumicht, is one of the leading Hani's death (4/10).
lic, in mid-May and no formal inquiry sound of Teresa's voice, she was wallowEnglish-speaking members of the CP. Mr.
should be held. The workshop would dis- ing in fear.
Astonishingly, her boyfriend finally
Kiel said the arrest followed intensive ques- SACP REACTION
cuss "causes of or reasons for the damagcame
through for her when she needed him
tioning of Polish immigrant Janus Waluz,
ing or looting of private or public buildings
the
most.
who was arrested within minutes of the as- The South African Communist Party or other property and the assault or death
I thankfully placed the receiver on the
sassination of Mr. Hani last week. "Because (SACP) on Saturday demanded an indepen- of members of the public," he said (5/3).
hook
and breathed a great sigh of relief. The
this matter is in the hands of the Attorney- dent investigation into all the factors surscary
part was over, but it wasn't forgotten.
General of the Witwatersrand (Mr. Klaus rounding the murder of its secretary-general DE KLERK SORRY FOR RACISM
It
really
shook me up and took me for a
von Lieres und Wilkau) no further details Chris Hani. In a statement, the SACP said
ride
across
some
unchartered waters. But 1
can be made known," the Minister's state- the assassination of Mr. Hani underlined The National Party (NP) was deeply sorry
was
better
for
it.
ment ended (4/18).
that "steps taken so far to dismantle apart- for the racism which developed out of apartFor the first time, and probably the last,
heid hit squads, especially forces and dirty heid, State President de Klerk said on
1
had
seen through a woman's eyes the fear
WALUS: HE TOLD ME TO SHOOT tricks departments, have all been half- Thursday. He said the terminology used,
and
the
pain of life. I understood her loss.
HANI
hearted and partial." The party said it knew "deeply regret," went much further than
In
fact,
I
knew her loss.
over the last few months that there was a saying "sorry." DeKIerk continued, "Let
When
she told me a week before that she
Conservative Party (CP) President's Coun- concerned campaign of disinformation to me say if I could turn back the clock and
was
now
positive
about her pregnancy, I was
cilor, Mr. Clive Derby-Lewis, gave him a discredit Mr. Hani (4/10).
could do anything about it, I would avoid
a
total
skeptic.
How
was she going to take
gun and silencer and told him to shoot Mr.
it. In that sense, yes, I am sorry." He recare
of
this
baby
alone?
I mean the father
Chris Hani at the Easter weekend, Mr. HANI'S ASSASSIN APPEARS IN peated his earlier position, saying that the
is
married
to
another
woman
and seems
Janusz Walus, Mr. Hani's alleged assassin, COURT
party's leaders such as Dr. Malan were not
comfortable
that
way.
But,
after
she began
told police, according to documents submitvicious men and there was a time when the
to
bubble
over
with
excitement
over
how her
ted to Pretoria Supreme Court on Thursday. Forty-year old Janusz Walus, alleged to policy of separate development was enlightworld
would
change
for
the
better
and reMr. Derby-Lewis, in court papers, strenu- have assassinated South African Commu- ened compared to those practiced by colobut
my
doubts
with
a
list
of
successful
single
ously denied he had given orders for the nist Party (SACP) secretary-general Chris nial powers (4/30).
mothers,
I
had
to
pledge
my
support.
assasination of Mr. Hani and others. Opin- Hani, appeared briefly in the Boksburg
Unexpectedly, my support was more than a
ion was that, although Mr. Derby-Lewis's Magistrates's Court on Tuesday morning
verbal
commitment to a friend. It became interdetention order was on its last day, he would where he was not asked to plead. NO
woven
with her dreams of motherhood. But,
remain in custody until a court ruling was charges were put to Mr. Walus and he was
As we try to put this past academic year
behind us and look courageously to the days
ahead, we find ourselves wondering how the
new student government administration will
fare. Will they build on the successes of the
previous government, or will they try to reinvent the wheel? Will they learn from errors already made, or will they waste our
time making the same mistakes as before?
Since Pandora's Box has been around
longer than any other student organization
(including Student Government) at York,
we feel qualified to offer some advice to the
new senators. We hope it is useful to them.
First, and foremost, remember that you
are trustees of the students' trust and money.
Your budget is not a personal expense account. Your expenditures should be restricted to those which directly affect the

student body. A good rule of thumb — if
you are feeding yourself, taking yourself on
trips, and, generally, are the only one enjoying use of the money, you aren't spending
it properly. The more students you spend
the money on, the better everyone will be.
Another important thing to remember is
that you are never alone. You are part of a
team. As soon as you believe that you are
doing everything on your own, you will find
yourself alienated. Memorize this little
phrase, and you'll never go wrong — "Never
I, Never Me, Always Us, Always We."
Unity does not mean you must always
agree with everyone. It means that you respect the right of others to have a different
opinion than your own. It means that you
can find a common thread which runs
through the seeming dissention, and build

on that toward achieving your goals.
Know your weaknesses. Learn to seek
out your flaws. Then work towards eliminating them. As long as you strive to better yourself, you will improve.
Listen to students. They are the ones you
are working for. Remember that you are
also a student, and are no better than anyone else. Your position inherently makes
you more privy to inside information than
the rest of the student body. Use your
knowledge and power wisely.
Above all else, don't let your new responsibilities overwhelm you to the point
that you neglect your academics. Never
forget that the bottom line is graduation.
Good luck. Keep the faith. Unite or
Perish.

South Africa Now: Who Killed Chris Hani?

True Freedom
For South Africans
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Feds Target Pell Grants But Hit Student Pockets Instead
By Deborah Kane Mitchell
Special Correspondent
(CPS)
Major changes in the federal Pell Grant
program may cost hundreds of thousands of
students their grants, forcing them to leave
college or shoulder more debt.
"This is going to affect students already
in the worst situations," said Laurent Ross,
a research associate with the American
Council on Education. "Many of these students will have to borrow more money or
drop out of school."
Some of the nation's neediest students,
already hurt by a Pell Grant cut earlier this
year, now face further reductions as a result
of revisions to federal student financial aid
programs.
About 26 percent, or 1.2 million students,
who receive Pell Grant awards will lose
them entirely or have the grants cut by more
than $100, according to Ross.
Although last year's changes in the
Higher Education Act affect all financial
assistance programs, the new laws, which
are in effect for the 1993-94 academic year,
come down hardest on certain groups of
undergraduate students who receive Pell
Grants.
"It's a disaster," Ross said. "Students
who used to get the Pell Grants are finding
the grants reduced drastically or cut out entirely - and these are the students you want
to get the grants. These are the poorest of
the poor."
The Pell Grant program was designed to
help financially needy undergraduate students meet the costs of their education by
providing them with direct financial assistance. The awards are calculated using a
formula that determines how much income
students and their families can afford to contribute to education.
Rose said the problem with the new laws
can be traced to changes in that needs-analysis formula. The students most at risk of
losing their grants or having them reduced
fall into two categories: students who are
single and independent (they don't rely on
their parents or other family members for
income), and students who are dependent on
their families' income and work part time.
"Those students are hurt by the new formula," said Lenthon Clark, director of the
Financial Aid Office at the University of
Arkansas in Fayetteville. "Anytime you
have changes in methodologies, you're going to have winners and losers. Those students are the losers in this go-round."
Of the 14,500 students attending the
University of Arkansas in Fayetteville,
about 19 percent — or 2,800 students — have
received Pell Grant awards.
Clark said he hasn't seen a significant
change yet in the number of students receiving the awards or the amount of the awards,
but added "it's still too early in the processing system to tell." Most students are in the
process now of applying for Pell Grants for
the 1993-94 academic year.
Nationwide, the effect of the new law is
expected to be dramatic. Of the approximately 4.5 million college students who are
expected to receive Pell Grants in the 199394 academic year, about 25 percent will be
classified as single independents and about

students who work.
"It's very troubling," said Dallas Martin,
president of the National Association of Financial Aid Administrators. "Although
their circumstances haven't changed at all,
many of these students will find themselves
with no grants next year. These students are
taking a big hit and it's very unfair."
The grant cuts are rooted in a bill that was
signed into law by President Bush in July
1992. About every five years, the Higher
Education Act of 1965 is reviewed and

American Council on Education.
The education group cited as an example
of the problem the case of a 27-year old
community college student in Southern
California, referred to only as "Douglas,"
when it presented its arguments to Congress
recently. Douglas represents single independent students whose Pell Grant awards will
be cut significantly under the new policy,
the council said.
Douglas makes less than $9,000 a year.
Under the old system, when administrators

it

The
Pell
Grant
Problem
7*7%

Thousands of the neediest
college students in America
will be hit by changes in the
financial aid formula that
could sharply reduce their
Pell grants.

Sill

o
amendments are made to it. In 1992, the
amendments targeted, among other things,
the definition of dependency and the old
needs-analysis system.
The new law makes it more difficult for
a student to be classified as an independent.
A report released by the Congressional Budget Office estimates that 300,000 students
who were once considered independents
will now be reclassified as dependents.
Many of those students will lose their Pell
awards or have them reduced.
The law also changed the needs-analysis system. In the past, two different needsanalysis formulas were used to figure out
how much money students needed for education. One formula was used to calculate
Pell Grant awards and the other to calculate
all other forms of federal financial aid. The
two systems were criticized by confused
parents applying for financial aid for their
children's education. So Congress attempted to revise the system. Under the new
law, there is only one needs-analysis formula.
"The new needs-analysis formula is the
crux of this problem," said Ross of the

calculated the amount of money he could
contribute to his education, they gave him
credit for federal and state taxes, plus an
"income protection allowance" of $6,000.
The first $6,600 of Douglas's earnings could
not be touched or added into the equation.
Douglas's Pell Grant award under the old
system was $1,611 per year.
But under the new system, Douglas only
gets an offset of $3,000. His Pell Grant
award will now be only $400 for the 199394 academic year. "Douglas has a choice,"
Ross said. "He can borrow more money and
go further into debt or he can stop going to
school. Douglas and other students like him
— the poor, the minorities — they've gotten
screwed by our society all along and now
they're getting shafted again."
The new law comes on the heels of another cut in the Pell Grant program. Students who had been receiving maximum
awards of $2,400 were forced to make do
with less money when, earlier this, year,
huge deficits in the program forced the
Department of Education to reduce funding
and cap top grants at $2,300 per qualified
student. Although Congress has authorized

$3,700 as the maximum funding for the Pell
Grant program, a shortfall of more than $2
billion has prevented higher awards.._
At the time of the cuts, Education Secretary Richard Riley admitted that "the Pell
Grant system is in very bad shape economically" and asked Congress for $2 billion as
part of President Clinton's economic stimulus package, so the program could continue
operating at its current level.
"But the main problem is the needsanalysis formula," Ross said.
The American Council on Education
objected to changes in the needs-analysis
formula when Congress was debating the
amendments last year. The House had
passed an original draft, and the Senate
came up with its own formula. Congress
thrashed it out and agreed on the revised
formula.
"We knew about the changes in the formula," Ross said. "But we thought Congress had agreed on a methodology and She
problem had beep, solved. Then Congress
went into committee and cooked up this new
needs-analysis formula. It's the worst of
both worlds."
The council still hopes to change the system. Ross said council officials recently presented their own technical amendments
package to Congress. The package adds a
bonus to the Pell Grant awards for students
falling into the two hardest-hit categories,
which brings up the offset to $5,500.
"The $5,500 is a compromise," said
Ross. "We'd like it to be $6,600 but we
know we're not going to get that. This is
the political reality now and we're going to
try and sell it and see if we can get it
through."
• The council's package was due to be reviewed in mid-April. Ross hopes students
will learn of the changes and write letters
to Congress. Groups such as the United
States Student Association are working to
inform student associations and governments at colleges and universities across the
country.
"We're urging our members to contact
congressional offices now," said Pronita
Gupta, the association's legislative director.
"We're 'etting them know what's happening and they're responding. Students want
action on this immediately. We will not
accept this kind of discrimination."

APPLY
FOR
FINANCIAL
AID
NOW
Contact
Financial Aid
Office
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York College Students Celebrate Bangladesh
By Betsabe Garcia
Reporter
In the Atrium, on May 4, the York College Bangladesh Students Association celebrated the Bangladesh New Year of 1400.
The club was joined in their celebration
by a lively audience of more than 100
people. The occasion was ushered in by
Tamal Manan, president of the Bangladesh
Club, and Zinia Hasan, the co-master of
ceremony for the evening.
The purpose of the event was "to uphold
our [Bengalese] culture and heritage," said
Manan. "We can't forget our roots. Even
though we are apart from our country, it
doesn't make any sense to forget."
Dr. Schreiner, the club's faculty advisor
for the past three years, was the guest
speaker of the event. She was excited by
the entire program.
"I think these cultural programs are
great," said Schreiner. "I've learned so
much. When there's a cultural event at
York, whatever it is, and whatever the country, I love it."
The club then played the national anthem
of Bangladesh, "Amar Lonar Bangla (My
Golden Bengal)," reflecting their patriotism.
The entire event was presented in
Bengali and English to accommodate the
multi-ethnic audience. Speakers, as well as
performers, wore traditional garb.
"Every culture is proud of their own heritage, their own dress. We are proud of the
fact that our civilization is more than 4,000
years old," said Kabir Houssain, vice-president of the Bangladesh Students Association. 'That is why we are trying to preserve
the old customs. That is why the women
! wore the sari and why one gentleman wore
the panja bi and korta."
A sari is an elegant body wrap made of
cotton, which drapes the wearer from shoulders to ankles. The korta is a vest worn over
! the panjabi. Fancy versions of the panjabi
\ are usually made from silk, with silver or

Sisters Luna and Ithi play the harmonium and sing for Bangladesh celebration.
gold embroidery.
The atrium was decorated with the flag
of Bangladesh — a red circle against a green
background. Mohammed Islam, BSA member, explains the significance of each color.
"The red stands for the sun and the green
for scenic beauty," he said.
Designs on the atrium wall also depicted
a rising sun and some writing in Bengali,
which, according to Dresty Bhyuyan, another clubmember, means "Welcome
1400."
The Bangladeshi year begins in the
spring. "In Bangladesh, we have six seasons and twelve months. Every season is
composed of two months," explained
Manan. "The beginning of each month and
accompanying season is inferred by the climactic changes a jd the agricultural harvests
of that period."
Bengalis do not calculate months astronomically, as the Muslims (among others)
do, even though most Bengali's are, themselves, Muslims. Says Manan, "the Muslims follow the beginnings of months astro-

nomically."
The entertainment segment of the event
was presented in two parts. The first part,
which included vocal entertainment, was a
tribute to Bangladeshi culture.
The traditional entertainment was highlighted by the sisters Luna and Ithi (Luna
means "moon" in Bengali, just as in Spanish). Translated, her song is entitled "I am
proud to be a Bangladeshi." She played the
harmonium, an instrument from the Indian
subcontinent. It is a wooden keyboard similar to an accordion. The sisters were followed by Mizan Biswas. He read a poem
by John Frost entitled "Stopping By Woods
on a Snowy Evening."
"I really like this poem, because I think
its kind of deep," said Biswas. "The lines
that most struck the audience were the first
and last four." The first four lines mention
the author stopping by the woods and contemplating the scenery; awed by the beauty
of the fallen snow.
After the poem, Luna and Ithi did a second duet. They sang a "Tagor Song," a very

popular song in India and Bangladesh.
"It is like a love song," said Manan.
"Tagor was the first Nobel laureate in
Bangladesh. Tagor enriched our literature
greatly."
Then came a folk dance, performed by
Sharmin Hague. Hague's dance was followed by a solo done by Luna.
Afterwards, Hague danced again. She
wore a different sari than the one in her first
appearance. Her second dance had a much
faster rhythm, and at times she seemed to
jump lightly. She made a lot of hand movements, which suggested that she was telling a story through her dance.
The audience reacted enthusiastically to
the celebration. "I am very supportive of
other cultures," said Marleni Vallejo, Club
Council President. "Just as I like for others
to be supportive of mine. I love to integrate
with other groups."
For the second half of the evening's entertainment, a band calledZephyr played
Bengali rock music. The audience danced
to the up-tempo music. Interestingly, most
of those dancing were men.
"The women from my country are pretty
much shaky about dancing with men," said
Mahmudul Mumir, the Association's treasurer. "They don't usually dance in public."
Of the few women dancing, only a
couple were Bengali. "A lot of our students
don't know each other," said Manan. "And
since Bengali girls are a little shy, they prefer to dance apart."
As the band played, the food was served.
The buffet included a variety of traditional
Bangladeshi dishes, such as polao — a rice
dish, chicken curry with potatoes, and a rice
pudding.
"It was excellent, extremely delicious,"
said Pilar Marillo, executive director of student government.

York College Student Returns To Motherland-Gains Lifetime of Knowledge
By Claudel Trajan
Reporter
As this summer of 1993 draws near, already we can feel its heat. Last year, while
most students pondered what to do for their
summer vacations, Karla Williams was enthusiastically looking forward to visiting
Africa.
The trip was partially funded by Crossroad Africa. The Crossroad Africa Program
originated from the the Peace Corp Organization and provides matching funds to send
students to work on specific projects. The
program also offers students the opportunity
to interact with poeple of a different culture.
"It is basically a cultural exchange program," said Williams, the only student chosen by York to participate in last year's trip
to Gambia, West Africa.
As an African American, Williams has
always nurtured the desire to visit the land
of her ancestors, to mingle with her people
and become one with them. She had heard
of their misery and the open injustice that
has suffocated the growth of her race for

centuries. She had read of their continuous
struggle to survive in an environment made
hostile by both internal and external factors.
She was excited and elated as the June
22 departure date arrived. The excitement
lingered in her eyes as she reminisced about
her experience.
"Anyone who visits Africa and stays in
a hotel would never receive what I experienced from living with the people — my
people," said a proud Williams.
There were six other U.S. citizens from
different colleges who also participated in
the program. The seven U.S. citizens were
paired up with seven Gambians. Each pair
would alternate among the daily chores of
cooking, washing, or going to the supermarket. Every morning, one American, along
with his Gambian partner, had the responsibility of going to the market to buy food
and firewood.
"That was an all day affair," sighed Williams. In the different cities they visited,
they stayed in "compounds" with two
simple rooms -- one occupied by the
women, the other by the men. There was

running water and a water closet.
"It was not a very sanitary reslroom,"
added Williams. "But later we learned to
appreciate it as a luxury. Indeed, having a
toilet five miles away from a major city is a
luxury."
When they later moved out of the cities
and toward the villages, they stayed in the
village public school and slept on "local
mattresses." Their shower facility consisted
of a bucket, water, and an unrefined piece
of soap. The water had to be taken out of a
nearby well.
"That was a complete workout in itself,"
laughed Williams.
Now for the real workout.
"Although the trip was primarily an individual experience, our goal was to complete three important projects — the first of
which was to build a computer science
building in the city of Bakau," said Williams.
Williams added, "I helped mix the cement to make the bricks, and there are at
least 30 bricks with my name on them,"
The final project was to plant 500 trees.

Due to extremely hot weather conditions,
they only planted 360.
"Though we fell short of our projected
goal of 500, we were satisfied, since we
stayed in Penyem for only eight days," said
Williams.
"I was treated with so much respect in
Gambia that I nearly forgot that in two
months, 1 wouid be back to the mean and
crowded streets of New York," said Williams. "I Intend to return within a year or
so. Bui this time I will not go as a tourist,
nor wili I'stay for only 26 days. I formed
man)' lasting relationships in Gambia. My
only regret was not having my twin sister
Ketsha along with me."

AAS Offering
Summer Trip
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Dean DeFilippis Speaks To Students on Women of Hispaniola
By Lourdes Piccini and Manuel Alar
Special Correspondents
On May 5, York College, in collaboration with the CUNY Caribbean Exchange
Program and the CUNY Dominican Studies Institute, sponsored a one-day conference entitled "Hispaniola: The Dominican
and the Haitian." Dr. Daisy Cocco
DeFilippis, Dean of Academic Affairs of
York College, and one of the coordinators
of the event, spoke openly to the students
about the conference.
Why was this event celebrated at York
College?
DeFilippis: It is part of a series of activities that will be presented here [at York College] with an aim to revising the curriculum
and including diverse and multicultural
voices.
Why were the women of Hispaniola the Dominican and Haitian women - chosen? And why women?
DeFilippis: Because, among the marginated, women are the margin within the margin. Based on that premise, we initiated a
dialogue that would include the voices affected by that marginality.
York is an institution with a student body
that is 65% female. I have published much
about Dominican women, and professor
Serrano about Haitian women. Therefore,
our collective interest, in reality, has become
the same as that of the institution.
Is there any difference in conduct between the Dominican women, who live in
the US, and the ones that live in the Dominican Republic?
DeFilippis: Well, I believe you are getting
me tremendously involved with that question. The Dominican woman who lives in
the U.S. is part of a large Latin American
community, and the Dominican community
is currently trying to find its identity amidst
many other cultures. However, as you
know, the environment is the determining
factor in the cultural and ideological formation of a people and their communities. So,
in that sense, we may find differences, especially because the necessities and interests of the Dominicans who have migrated
to the U.S. are not the same as the interests
of those who have remained on the island.
I believe that, on a basic level, the Dominican woman and the Dominican people
aredefined by their capacity to survive and
overcome obstacles.
We [the Dominicans], because of our
geographical situation, are half of an island
that is violently stricken with adverse
weather conditions and invaded by distinct
groups at different epochs.
The Dominican community in the U.S.
is a young group. Our arrival here began in
the decade of the sixties, but we have already planted our roots and we are making
it felt. The Dominican community in New
York is showing a tremendous economic
force, even within the CUNY system.
For example, when I began studying in
the 70's, there were no Dominicans, and
when I came here to teach, there were only

Catherine Rovina takes turn at podium during Women of Hispaniola event.
two:
Maria Lopez, a student by coincidence, and I. And notice how the Dominican student body in CUNY has multiplied.
This is indicative of what is happening in
other parts of the city.
This is a community with a future, alot
of future. It's a hard-working community
that survives, that studies, and, above all,
that maintains its traditions and roots. This
is why we celebrate our independence, we
dance the "merengue" and eat "sancocho."
The conference displayed the growth of
our Dominican community; a growth of
which I feel very proud.
What is the position of the woman?
DeFilippis: Well, what is happening in the
Dominican Republic is that women are beginning to occupy positions in the government, and that is very important. Another
important thing is the involvement of
women in the journalistic field and other
areas of the humanities. At this moment,
there are many Dominican women writing
for national newspapers on such subjects as
sociology, history, psychology, etc., and this
helps raise the consciousness of the the
Dominican people. We are still trying to
resolve many problems that impede our development as independent women.
Where is the voice of the woman?
DeFilippis: At the beginning of the decade
of the 80' s, some intellectual women met
and formed a group that was called "The
Women Poets' Circle," but is now called
"The Women Writers' Circle." It's a group
which I feel part of because I was the critic
of that generation. Now there exists "The
Circle of Creative Women," which includes
painters also. What has emerged, according to Bruno Rosario Candelier, is a
"Boom," an explosion of feminine voices,
because, as women began to meet and read
their stuff,the ideas that were tucked away
in empty drawers poured out. And those
ideas were later passed to the newspapers,
and were further converted into books and
public exhibits that have contributed to the
development of the Dominican consciousness.

Could the term "feminist" be applyed
to the Dominican woman?
DeFilippis: Of course, yes! In the 20's,
30' s, and 40's, but more so in the beginning
of the 20's, there was a Dominican women's
suffrage movement. There is a book entitled
Historia del feminismo dominicano. written
by Ligia Veloz. She was a poet and writer.
Delia Weber, who, like Veloz, was a poet,
writer, thinker, and critic, was from that
same epoch. Veloz's La Historia teaches
us how the Dominican woman has evolved,
and how these women used to act and think
in decades gone by.
We remember that in the Dominican
Republic during the 20's, 30's, and 40's, the
little girls used to go to the neighborhood
school and they learned to read and write.
Besides, there's the role of the Catholic
church. It was necessary to learn catechism
and participate in the different activities of
the church. Also, among other things, the
woman was taught the importance of marrying young, building a home and having
many children. Those women were very
intelligent in Santo Domingo.
Now, there is a center called Center for
the Investigation of Women's Action and
they have a newspaper called "Quehacenes"
(What to Do's). Not what to do in housework, but other types of what to do's — for
the woman in politics, in medicine, in sociology, in psychology. These women, knowing the environment in which they are operating, never said this is feminism. Rather,
they used to say, "Look, the liberation of the
woman is going to foster the well-being of
the family, because it is the woman who
educates the children."
Feminism would tend to be the liberation
fo the woman, preparing her so that she will
always marry for love and not for necessity
of appreciation for the first to arrive. Feminism would make sure that laws dictating
marriage and the stabilty of the family are
beneficial. What those women did was
present a dialogue which stipulates that the
balance of equality between the sexes will
bring about the balance and happiness of the
nation.
However, although in the decades of the
20's, 30's and 40's, the Dominican woman
achieves certain elevation, things have not

changed considerably. In the book previously mentioned, Veloz says, "In synthesis,
1 maintain that there is no such new woman,
or such feminism, ormasculinism that
throws ourtranquility in jeapordy." By that,
she will always be the same. This woman,
educated and, obviously transformed, would
only suceed in consolidating the new home
and loving her children and husband more.
That was the type of dialogue and the reality of the irrefutable years that were presented.
But, suddenly, there appears a woman in
the 50's. Her name was Aida Cartagena
Portalatin, and she says, "1 will not get married nor will I worry about the balance between woman and man. 1 am going to
travel, get to know the world." She is one
of our greatest intellectuals of today. Her
poems are published in numerous magazines, newspapers, books, etc., and through
them she has voiced her call for feminist liberation. But if you were to ask Aida if she
is a feminist, she would say no.
Another great woman of Aida's time is
Hilma Contreras, writer and storyteller.
They are practically the precursors of that
great group, comprised of more than thirty
young Dominican women who are publishing books of short stories, novels, journalistic essays, poems, and who are participating in conferences, presenting themselves
publicly.
How could women liberate themselves
from the economic, political and social taboos?
DeFilippis: We, as women, are going to
be liberated when we comply with those essential conditions: first, we should study;
second, we have to study, and third, we must
study. Because when people read, they have
the capacity to understand, see, define their
myths and defend their ideas.
What role does literature play as an element of the voice of women in this conference?
DeFilippis: The conference is not only related to literature. We will also deal with
sociological, cultural, political, artistic and
other issues. Our aim is to present the development of the Dominican and Haitian
woman and to analyze their participation in
the advancement of their respective countries throughout the years.
Socially speaking, what relation is
there between the Dominican woman and
the Haitian woman? And how has the
view of the woman changed? What is the
actual situation, and what is expected in
the future?
DeFilippis: Well, I agree with the version
that Pedro Mir presents in Lasdos patrias de
Santo Domingo (The two nations of Santo
Domingo). That's a book which he wrote
while in exile and through which he
expouses how two brother countries have
been manipulated by foreign interests,
Which results in the two nations being constantly in conflict with each other. I believe
there is a basic problem between Dominicans and Haitians. And I say it with all sincerity.
Continued on page 10.
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Photo Exhibit Captures Life and Legend of Malcolm X
By Shriti Sinha
Reporter
The dynamic and controversial figure of
Malcolm X, probably better known today
than at the time of his death in 1965, comes
alive in the photo exhibit "Malcolm X: A
Photo History" at the International Center
of Photography. The exhibit clearly proves
that ''yesterday's journalism is today's history."
Malcolm X was photographed extensively by photojournalisls in the early
1960's — untii just before his assassination.
This show brings out both the public and
private aspects of the man, who rose from
being a street hustler to the leader of the
African American community in their
search for empowerment.
Malcolm X has been associated with
Black manhood and the symbol 'X' has become "the ultimate reduction" of all his
words and ideas. With Spike Lee's movie,
Malcolm has been in the public eye now
more than ever and the exhibit keeps him
there. It encourages people to reassess his
impact. The exhibit speaks well of the
power of documentary photography, which
draws the viewer into the story it has to tell.
No written word could ever match the power
of these still images.
The exhibit, open through June 27, has
been made possible with the combined
works and contributions of 16 photographers and six press agencies, including
MAGNUM - the photojournalist cooperative. These photos are a delight for anyone
interested in the Civil Rights Movement.
They let the viewer feel the impact of one
powerful figure at a crossroads in human
history.
It is also a treat for people interested in
the medium of documentary photography to

African-American children study portrait of Malcolm X at photo exhibit at
International Center of Photography.
see how frozen moments have helped to
keep history alive in the twentieth century.
The photographs belong to the rich photographic tradition pioneered by Robert Capa,
Robert Frank, and Henri-Cartier Bresson.
In fact, two of Bresson's works are included
in the exhibit.
The collection portrays the turbulence of
the times, but fails as a personal history of
the life of Malcolm. This is due to the concentration on a very specific period of time
in Malcolm's life (1959 to 1965). There is
only one photograph of his childhood at the
age of 14, and another from a prison record
at the age of 18. But in order to really understand him, it is important to know what
made him the man he was and the changes
he went through after his conversion to Islam.

The brochure and captions next to the
photographs guide the viewer along through
the periods of turbulent change in his life.
The photographsalso shed light on Islam,
which is gaining popularity among American Blacks. A delicate mood is captured in
the picture of a little Black boy looking up
in the foreground and an Islamic flag, with
a star and moon, in the background.
An image by Eve Arnold shows George
Lincoln Rockwell and members of his
American Nazi Party at the Nation of Islam
Convention in 1961 listening to Malcolm
(he is not in the picture). They had come to
discuss the partition of America. Judging
from this picture of three whites wearing
swastikas in the foreground and Blacks in
the background, it seems impossible that
America could ever rise above race and

color.
Some lighter moments show Malcolm's
friendship with Cassius Clay (later known
as Muhammed AH after his conversion to
Tslam). One image shows Malcolm taking
Ali's picture (who is posing) after he won
the heavyweight championship, while others look on.
Captured on print by an unknown photographer is also the momentous meeting of
Malcolm X and the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., which happened by chance on
Capitol Hill on March 26,1964. It was the
only time they met.
The portraits have the most powerful
impact. Whether giving his fiery "The Ballot or Bullet" speech in Cleveland or sitting
quietly in a contemplative mood with a flier
that reads "Negroes Chained in NYC Courtroom," Malcolm's personality comes across
in all his triumphs and failures. It becomes
easy to understand the spectators' response
and adoration. It is a face that demands respect.
Malcolm's assassination and the outpouring of grief, all captured in vivid images, convey a deep sense of loss. The
moment is held in the expression of a man
and woman looking in as his body lies in a
coffin.
The exhibit helps to understand
Malcolm's impact and how it helped shape
American history. It also leaves the viewer
with a need to assess how far interracial relations have come since then. One can almost hear Malcolm's words - "Hell is when
you don't have justice."
The International Center of Photography
is located at 1130 Fifth Avenue, 94th St.
and is open Tues., 11-8; Wed-Sun 11-6.

Outlook: Pan-African Struggle Comes To Light in 1993
By Dr. M. Araya
Guest Columnist
Previous issues of Pandora's Box introduced Amilcar Cabral, the founder and
leader of the national liberation movement
in Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde, a former
Portuguese colony in West Africa. This article completes the series on the importance
of Cabral to the African diaspora.
Although Cabral's ideas emerged as a
response to the specific colonial condition
and the experience of the struggle for independence in Guinea-Bissau and Cape
Verde, they continue to have a broader significance today, as they address the contemporary African problems of underdevelopment. The central concern in his political
thought is the fate of the African masses
who, even after independence, continue to
be the victims of internal and international
forces. Cabral's political ideas deal with
many issues - ranging from the nature of
colonialism, national liberation, the problem
of leadership in social change, the role of
culture, the woman question, to national
unity and pan-Africanism. A legitimately
sustained critique of his ideas is also possible. The purpose of this brief coramen. tary, however, is to discuss his interesting

political ideas that Pandora's Box has so far
presented.
Cabral had intense suspicion toward prefabricated models of development, ideas
grafted from the experience of other countries. For him, theory _was utterly useless
unless it was constantly informed by reality. He often young party cadres to listen
to the people and to learn from them. Although his ideas are rooted in the tradition
of Marxism, he never called himself a
Marxist. Like his African forefathers who
had never surrendered their cultural practice to, but integrated, external influences
of Islam, Christianity,and Western values,
he also tried to Africanize his encounter
with external ideas. Cabral is indeed an
original modern African thinker.
With the advent of colonialism, according to Cabrai, African history ceased to exist. By that he meant that we could not talk
about an autonomous African development,
for colonialism meant domination by external force. Correspondingly, national liberation could only mean the struggle of Africans to reenter their history — the realization of their free and autonomous development. Without the achievement of that goal,
decolonization becomes meaningless. Na-

tional liberation for Cabral had a double
task. It was not only a struggle against colonialism, but also against the danger of neocolonialism. In other words, he thought not
only in terms of how to get rid of colonial
powers but also in terms of how to ensure
meaningful independence.
In the internal history of European industrialization, the peasants had to bear the burden of transition. Cabral's view of national
liberation is premised on his conception of
development as having a fundamental ethical view. To him, a society where the few
accumulate power, wealth, privilege and status while the majority live in poverty — characteristic of post-colonial Africa — was unacceptable. Progress in Africa must never
be achieved at the expense of the peasants.
He thought of national liberation first and
foremost as the improvement of the material condition of the majority of the people.
PAIGC's development startegy under the
leadership of Cabral contained three basic
elements — meeting the basic needs of the
people (i.e., social justice); fostering selfreliance, especially on food production, a
critical element of development strategy,
grossly neglected in post-colonial African
countries whose urban-biased economic

policies have brought material comforts to
the "Mercedes Benz Tribe" — the African
elite; and building on local values — avoiding the danger of imposing culturally and
psychologically inappropriate solutions to
local problems. The mobilization and active participation of the population were the
pre-conditions toward the realization of
those three elements in the development
strategy.
Cabral was aware of the political danger
originating from the negative tendency contained in the nature of the middle class. To
that effect, he further underlined the importance of revolutionary vision and integrity
on the part of the leadership, and the establishment of independent civic associations
of labor, peasant, women, and youth. Beyond the conventional theory of multi-party
and electoral politics, he thought of participatory democracy, where the ordinary folks
would participate at all levels of the decision-making process - at the village, the
regional and national levels.
Cabral's ideals of social change through
popular participation and social justice continue
to have greater significance as Africa finds itself
increasingly trapped in the vicious circle ^ a u thoritarian politics and underdevelopment. -
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GQ Fashion Show-Simply The Best At York
Williams. This performance was met and
ended with thunderous applause from the
entire audience.
With hardly any time to rest, the fashion
segment resumed with the Business...Never
Personal portion of the show. Again the
lovely models of the GQ club displayed
striking beauty, with a touch of feminism,
by wearing men's suits that were, well tailored to their bodies.
\
Afterwards, members of the GQ dance
troupe took center stage. Comprised of
former and current members of the club, the
five ladies on stage performed an energetic
and powerful routine to the tune of Whitney

Houston's I'm Every Woman, from The

Kenny Cutts, organizer of the show, demonstrates how talented a model he really is

ByShariffA.Ali
Entertainment Editor

The GQ Club of York College put on a
better show than they said they would. Held
on May 7 in the York auditorium, the program, filled with elaborate outfits and exquisite models, was the brainchild of Kenneth Cutts, Alex Crosland, and Marvin
Lambert, otherwise known as M.A.K. Ill
productions.
Sponsored in part by Oaktree and
Wilson's Leather, the show displayed a variety of fashions from leather-suede-sequined combinations to swimsuits to lingerie.
"I'm very nervous about tonight's festivities, but I am sure everything will go
well," said Crosland. "It was hard getting
the models together, but it came together
beautifully."
From the beginning of September and up

until the last possible moment, GQ has been
practicing day in and day out and man/y
hoped that their hard work will pay off. /
Although the show started a little la?er
than the designated time, it began with an
explosive display of models well dressed in
leather, suede and sequins. A variety of
outfits from short leather jackets to short
suede-sequined dresses were displayed in
full, leading to cheers and screams from the
audience.
The energy continued when various female models were presented on stage in the
segment No Jacket Required, sponsored by
the company of the same name and designed
by Cheryl King. In this scene, the models
paraded on stage in an assortment of jackets that seemed molded to their bodies.
The show switched gears with a stunning
solo performance of Chris Walker's Missing You, performed by Shareef McQueen
with support from dancers Marvaleen
Wallace & Tina Burton and rap by Rodney

Bodyguard soundtrack.
"It took [us] a couple of days to put the
show together," said Janet Branch, a member of the troupe. "But it came off rather
well."
J
i
Natasha Davist another dancer for the
troupe echoed Branch's sentipient. "I feel

really good about the show and the performance, and I'm glad it came off really well."
From here the show proceeded to the Wet
And Wild segment. This was one of the high
points of the evening as both female and
male members of the club were treated to
rousing applause from the audience. The
female models paraded around the stage in
skintight bikini's and the male models
dazzled women with their swimming trunks
and cool demeanor.
The show was led into intermission by
Eugene Harding, along with Cutts,
Crosland, Lambert and McQueen took center stage and performed a raw, heated version of R&B artist Silk's number one hit,
Freak Me. This drew the crowd into a
frenzy and was the one truly memorable
moment from the show.
After the female members of the audience had an opportunity to cool down from
the steamy intermission show, the perforContinued on page 10.

Janet Jones is one of the reasons why this swimsuit scene was wet and wild.

Deja Vous Fashion Show-A Refreshing Improvement
By Baraka Dorsey
Managing Editor

Unbelievable as it seems, the Deja Vous/
Talent Unlimited/Nassau Community College Fashion Show on April 30 was surprisingly impressive and entertaining. Due to
the collaboration of Deja Vous president,
Monique Dixon, and Talent Unlimited
president, Rodney Williams, the show was
a refreshing blend of old and new scenes.
The show marked the choreographical
debut of Marvaleen Wallace, who's noticeable style was a welcome, and much needed,
addition to the always glamourous presence
of Angelique Philpotts, choreographer and
vice-president of Deja Vous.
Unfortunately, the fashion clubs' collective efforts to surpass previous shows were
hindered by their inability to come out from
under the shadow of the GQ Fashion Club - widely considered to be the best at York.
However, if Deja Vous and Talent Unlimited continue on their present course, they
will successfully redefine themselves and
become a serious threat to GQ's title as THE

fashion club of York College.
The show was overwhelmingly riveting
— most scenes were tantalizing, some were
boring, and many were vintage Rodney.
Evening Wear was a rather ordinary
scene. A typical restaurant scene — couples
seated at tables with candles. Yet, Alicia
was cute as the waitress passing out table
checks at the end of the scene.
The Potter's House, performed by the
EbonyFire African Dance Troupe, was exceptional. The choreography was exhilarating, the music was moving, and the costumes were exquisite. A thorough and professional work of art.
Dangerous was popular with the young
audience, primarily because the scene featured the high school members of Talent
Unlimited.
Ladies Night was an elegant and soulful showcase of the female models who have
made Deja Vous as successful as it is.
Fun In The Sun was indeed fun to watch
(although it was more for the ladies than the
men of the audience). Marvaleen impressed
and excited everyone with her professionalism and obvious talent.

It's O.K., the BeBe and CeCe Winans
hit sung by Shareef McQueen and Sattanya
Robinson, was an inspiring acapella rendition.
Spandex was a letdown. It lacked the
spice and punch necessary for a scene done
every year. However, the natural beauty of
the models saved the scene from being a
total bust.
The Intermission Act could have been
better (if it had remained off stage!)
If This World Were Mine, Luther
Vandross and Chery! Lynn's hit duet, was
successfully transformed into a quartet by
Shareef and Marvaleen who were forced to
sing over the soundtrack.
Mere words cannot describe the sensuality and searing power of Angelique,
Monique, Luwana, and Michelle as they

EnVogued Giving Him Something He
Can Feel. Monique's outfit will live forever in the hearts, minds, and dreams of
men.
SmurfTales was a showcase of brotherhood and an exercise in Black manhood.
Well done, Gentlemen.
The models who shone through as the

diamonds in a rough show are Monique,
Marvaleen, Angelique, Shakira, Smurf,
Rodney, Brad, Ann-Marie, Tanarsha,
Sherifa, La'Iqah, Alexis, Marie, Luwana,
Cheryl, Tamara, Amira, and Alicia. Expect great things from them, and their clubs,
next year.

If you like to
dress to
impress,
contact GQ
or Deja Vous
in RM 1G06.
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ENTERTAINMENT
Posse Hirns Spotlight On Black Cowboys Of Old West
ByShariff A.Ali
Entertainment Editor
The 1990' s have paved the way for a resurgence of the Western genre. With the
success of Academy Award winners Dances
With Wolves and Unforgiven, Hollywood
hopes to make a success the third time
around. This year's entry is Gramercy Pictures Posse, directed and starring Mario Van
Peebles, who also helmed the 1991 hilNew
Jack City.
Posse details the story of outlaw gunslinger Jesse Lee (Peebles), who at the start
of the film, is in the midst of fighting in the
Spanish-American war in Cuba, 1812. Lee,
assisted by his Caucasian Lieutenant Little
J (Stephen Baldwin), is assigned the task of
retrieving weapons'from the enemy by their
commander, Colonel Graham (Billy Zane).
Along with members of Lee's troop,
Angel (Tone Loc) and Obobo (Tiny Lister,
Jr.), who eventually make up Lee's posse,
discover they were set up by Graham and
face certain death.
The posse decides to fight rather than
surrender. And, with the aid of Weezie
(Charles Lane), Graham's servant, make a
harrowing escape from Graham and his iron
brigade.
The posse eventually makes their way
across the border and to New Orleans,
where they run into river boat gambler Father Time (Big Daddy Kane), who reluctantly joins up with the posse in their quest
to escape the clutches of Graham.
In their decision to go their separate
ways, Lee suffers from the inner demons
from his past. Visions of his late father,
King David (Robert Hooks), his best friend
Carver (Blair Underwood) and his former
girlfriend Lana (Salli Richardson) haunt Lee
and force him to leave his lifestyle behind

included Woody Strode, Isaac Hayes,
Nipsey Russell and Pam Grier.
Posse, while succeeding in terms of message and history, may lose certain audiences
who view this film merely for entertainment
purposes.
The premise, while good and well presented, does not contemplate the struggle of
Jesse's past. It should spend more time on
the inner struggle of this lone rider.
Also, the main characters don't experience the opportunity to come together. They
seem forced upon one another because of
their given situation and fail to form any
bonding. One point in the film, Father Time
and Little J seem to form a relationship, but
it is cut down by the attention given Lee. It
seems that the film should have been called
Jesse as opposed to Posse.
In short, Peeble' s attempt to make a good
western was not a failed one. He did make
a well-structured story with honest characters and candid situations. He did, however,
focus more on himself and less on his posse,
granting them moments rather than surrendering the film and making it an ensemble
piece.
Posse is a major statement for AfricanAmericans in cinema. It accomplishes two
things. One, it makes African-Americans,
and others, realize that they play a pivotal
role in the development of this country and
two, that westerns can be good no matter
what the statement or focus is. Peeble's may
have taken a risk in choosing this project,
but it was agamble that will enrich people
across the country.

1
Posse stars (from left): Big Daddy Kane, Stephen Baldwin, Mario Van Peebles,
Tiny Lister Jr., Charles Lane and Tone Loc.
and travel to Canada. His posse, who at first
made other plans, agree to journey with Lee.
However, during his travels, Lee's past
comes face to face with him and forces him
and his posse to return to Freemanville, the
town of Lee's birth.
Upon his arrival home; Lee finds out that
things were not the way he expected them
to be. With the placement of his friend
Carver as local sheriff and engaged to his
ex-girlfriend, Lee finds out the truth and fate
of Freemanville.
Facing continuous oppression from
neighboring sheriff Bates (Richard Jordan)
from Cutterstown, the good people of
Freemanville seek the aid of Lee and his
posse to thwart the attacks of both Sheriff
Bates and Col. Graham.
This film will not present the conventional western of the 1960's. Instead, it offers a hard hitting story that reveals many
truths about the old west and the part that

African-Americans played in the development of America's frontier.
Posse is a slick combination of the old
western and the modern action-adventure - a merge of genres that blend well together.
The assortment of characters also gives the
film diversity. Comedic performances, at
times, lightens the the tone and makes the
film's darkest moments easier to swallow.
By utilizing a variety of talented players
from different areas of the entertainment
industry, Posse marks an opportunity for
performers to display their talents on screen.
Movie goers will be impressed by the
ensemble cast and their acting ability, particularly Lister and Kane. Both are well
known in the wrestling and rap community
respectively.
There were also some good showings
from Melvin Van Peebles (Mario's dad) as
Papa Joe, Lana!s father and Jesse's mentor,
as well as an assortment of veterans that

Rated R-Violence, Sexual Situations, Language
*** Stars-Running Time: 1 Hour, 50 Mins.

Dragon A Faithful Recreation Of Bruce Lee Legend
By Renata Jablonska
Reporter

is not to knock the hell out of the guy in
front, but to knock the hell out of your ego,
your fear, your hang-ups."
In 1973, "Enter the Dragon" created
That strong spirit of Bruce Lee is capBruce Lee's legendary status as a superstar. tured in the new film, starring newcomer
Now, twenty years later, America, and the Jason Scott Lee (No Relation) as Bruce,
world, has a chance to reflect on Lee's in- Lauren Holly, from TV's Picket Fences,
credible personality and life through the new former model Nancy Kwan, and former
bio-epic — Dragon: The Bruce Lee Story.
Hart To Hart leading man, Robert Wagner.
Bruce Lee's extraordinary skills \r. the
The screenplay, written by Edward
martial arts, combined with the force of his Khamra. John Raffo and Rob Cohen, and
hardy idealistic personality, created a unique directed by Cohen, is based on the book
image of an Asian-American hero. During Bruce Lee: The Man Only 1 Knew, by Lee's
his lifetime, he overcame numerous barri- widow, Linda.
ers of fear and prejudice that led up to his
Dragon faithfully recreates many highuntimely death.
lights of Lee's career, from the Hong Kong
Shortly before he died at the age of 32, canteen to his arrival in America. The film
Lee is reported to have revealed the credo successfully reveals the reasons and feelings
which guided him throughout his martial which afflicted this troubled icon.
arts career.
Lee used his martial arts skills to com"The martial arts are ultimately self- bat the hatred and prejudice that he experiknowledge,'.' said Lee> "A puach er a kick* enced as an Asian American. This led him

to open his own Kung Fu school and eventually to his Hollywood career.
Lee is presented as a sensitive person,
and not an idol, in Dragon. When he meets
American beauty Linda Emerson, he knows
his life will go down the right road. At first,
their love is not an easy one. They have to
overcome her family's disapproval of interracial marriages. Eventually, the family
accepts Lee and Linda's relationship.
Holly interacts well with Lee as they display a man of passion, a woman in love, and
their undying admiration for each other.
Dragon runs a symbolic thread through
the story line. It shows Lee's struggle to
control his destiny and development. The
mythical demons of Lee's fears appear at
crucial points in his life.
The appearance of demons in the film
turns it into a modern fable —the philosophical search for one's identity, and for stability between upper and lower consciousness.

Director Cohen did his best to create the
complex and adequate version of the Bruce
Lee story. Although the film is relatively
somber and low-key, there is little chance
it will put someone to sleep.
Saint Augustine once said, "the key to
immortality is first living a life worth remembering." Lee's life was absolutely
worth remembering, as is this moving film.
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York Sports Awards GQ Fashion Show
Continued from page 12.
young team.
"You should not judge a team by its wins
and losses," he said. "But by its other attributes."
This year, he held firmly to his belief, but
his team had many more wins to add to their
other attributes.
The team had an incredible season, especially in light of their past. In a year where
good defense is well respected, this team
earned the right to be the number one defense in the country, receiving awards from
the NCAA committee. The team featured
Rose Addison, named to the first team AllCUNY, Chantay Claudio who made the 2nd
All-CUNY team, and the nightingale of the
team, C. Kelly Allen who will most likely
not be here next season because she is pursuing a career in music. Claudio, a
transferstudent, was deemed the MVP for
her tireless efforts in all facets of the game
and her prodigiously outstanding performances.
The Cheerleading Team marshalled by
Janie-Marie Manigault, boasted a contingent
of seven members. They had a quiet season,
especially coming off of last year's success
in the CUNY Cheerleading Competition
during the basketball tournament.
Manigault's speech was optimistic. She announced that Lakisha Corbet was her welldeserving MVP. Although her choice for
MIP was difficult because all her ladies were
gifted to begin with, she chose Alberta Grant
because Grant's attitude and dedication to
the team has improved tremendously.
The last of the coaches, but certainly not
the least, was Ronald St. John. The men's
varsity basketball team had yet another admirable season but, once again, they fell
short of their desired goal. They lost to
Medgar Evers in the semi-finals 84-83.
"I have come to expect that we make it

to the semi-finals," said St. John. "We must
now find a way to make it to the finals and
then we will find a way to win that."
St. John attributed the success of this season to the team as a whole. But certain players' performances were worthy of note.
Anthony Landry was the team's MVP and
his experience played an ineffable role in
the development of the team. Billy
Swinton, the MIP, was seen to be a young
player who is going to do great things for
York College. But the mainstays of this
season's success and the hopes for next
season's endeavors, Christopher Ratcliff
and Michael Nicholson, received more
awards than any other individuals at the
ceremony. At times, the coach was speechless when it came to describing either of
these players' achievements.
All that was left was the distribution of
the special awards and final closing comments. Among the awards given, Michael
Williams and Nori Duran were recipients
of the Sportsmanship Award. The Scholar
Athlete Award went to-Urbano Lensyl of
the soccer team. However, it was the men's
volleyball teani that won the Team Scholarship award.
The winners of the intramural tournament received their plaques. The Sportman
of the Year was Michael Nicholson.
Nicholson's awards and trophies would provide a whole article in themselves and they
took up almost half of the trophy table.
Sportswoman of the year went to C.
Kelly Allen of the Women's Varsity Basketball Team. When the audience heard that
she was leaving the school to pursue her
singing career, they demanded that she sing.
Allen's performance was a suitable epilogue to an evening in which well-rounded
individuals were rewarded for their efforts
and achievements.

Asbestos Removal

One student implied that the original
Continued from page 1.
contractor probably cut corners by using asReyes, ISM major.
She also responded to being exposed to bestos.
"As young as this building is I'm surthe cancer causing agent asbestos. "Actually
I didn't think of it, maybe because of finals prised to find out that it even has asbestos,"
nobody was thinking about anything else." . said Anthony Adolph. " I mean ten years
Though some students weren't highly 1 ago they knew asbestos was foul. It seems
1
concerned, some students felt that they could that the building contractor knew what the
be in jeopardy. In fact one student who sat hell they were doing, anything to make a
at a table beside the windows separating the profit."
In response to the danger Adolph had
library and the roof while men were reapmore concern for the workers than himself.
plying tar had this to say.
"I don't see any immediate, immediate
"I feel as a York student paying college
money I shouldn't be subjected to this kind danger while they're taking it down. But
of environmental harm," said Lucrece Rene, these guys that are working in the stuff they
Occupational Therapy major. "This is very get paid good money but nobody knows the
appalling. There have been several times long range effects for them."
The asbestos removal is going accordduring class when the vents have been on
and you could just feel it just blowing and ing to schedule and should be completed by
blowing at us while we're in the class. It's June 4. In order to protect yourself from
making me nauseous and I can't concentrate any danger students should abide by asbesand I took an exam last week and I really tos warning signs.
feel that it affected on my outcome."

Continued from page 8.
mances continued with United We Stand, a
display of modern and past fashions of African prints, donated by York College student Osemene (Ose) Ewaleifoh. This was
a more impressive section of the show —the
clothing caught more of the audience's attention than the models.
Gentlemen Of Quality led the next performance and basically showed that suits
look good on just about anybody. It did not
really make any heads turn, but models Will
Hansberry, Ashton Joseph and Ray Stewart
did receive the most cheers from the female
audience.
Mellinda Campbell followed with her
rendition of Chante Moore's It's Alright. At
times she seemed tired and even attempted
to crack notes that were not in her range.
Overall the performance, while passing the
time along, did not move many people to
cheer.
The Seduction scene followed and made
many people bellow with excitement. It
featured a number of scantily clad models
wearing outfits comprised of lace and/or
silk. Of course, the model who stood out
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and expressed himself the most was
Crosland, who did so in more ways than
one.
The everyday scene of College Life was
the concluding segment to the show and featured models in casual wear from Tommy
Hilfinger to Hugo Boss and an assortment
of others.
The final performance for the evening
came from Mr. Lee Love, who sang a piece
he wrote, Slow and Smooth. Love wowed
the audience withhis song, which displayed
his inner-feelings and strength.
The after-party was held at Trafalgar
Square, where club members and audience
participants partied into the wee hours of the
morning to an assortment of Hip-Hop and
Reggae.
Overall, this was a very exciting and visually satisfying show that pleased many in
the audience. Hopefully, the GQ club, with
the assistance of their sponsors, crew members (i.e. Stage Hands, Security, Production
Assistants) and M. A.K. Ill productions, can
hold audiences for years to come by continuing their tradition of showcasing talented people and amazing performances.
by H.Kermit Jackson

S

14
17
20

•

19 Exhort

20 Clan emblem
21 Overblown
23 Chemical
ending
24 Consumed
26Sgt
27 Royal headwear
29 Grid group
34 Outlaw
38 Broadway
smash
39 Scoria
40 Miracle
42 Bad March
days
43 Manifest
45 Ornament
©1993 Tribune Madia Services. Inc.
All Rights Reserved
47 Past and
future
49 Actor Alan
8 Couch
ANSWERS
50 Knuckle strike
9 Posture
52 —Grande
10 Fancy case
53 Rugged peak
11 Pol source
58 Br._briniance
12
61 Pontiffs
13 Nautical word
63 Press
22 Give sparingly
64 Sp. lady
25 O'Harahome
85 Tex. mission
27 Romanovs
66 Tear apart
28 Nuclear device
67 Site of ancient 30 Plagues
Olympic games 31 "Venl,—,
DDDEHD
68 Dashed
vlcl"
CBCEEIH DIHiaflD
69 Inspects
32 Summers: Fr.
70 Ensnares
33 PoetOgden
71 Lady's garb
34 Story line
35 Great review
DOWN
36 Baking chamber
1 Babble
37 Cause to blush
41 Tibetan giant
2 Costa Rican
44 Small gull
port
3 Marble
46 Spotted cat
4 Twilight —"
48 Depress
5 Old Semitic
51 Author Ernest
56 Kingly title
59 Concludes
tongue
53 Quickly
57 Hunted
60 Military
6 Orange cousin 54 Fancy fabrics
animals
group
7 Scent
62 Winged
55 Trudges
58 Solitary

RnnnRnnnn

rtn

The York College Upward Bound Program will be participating in the USDA
Lunch Program at the end of June through the Month of July into August.
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2 0 Needed to start

IMMEDIATELY
Great opportunity for college
students...
until you're ready to go back
to school. Could possibly turn
into permanent position* Ask
for College Recruiting
Director.

CALL 718-417-1297
v
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AU TheBamboo Lounge

(Rated #1 In Queens by a Leading Food Critic)

6 t h AMMUAL MEMORIAL DAY
YARD PARTY
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Restaurant® Phone(718) 657-8640
LoumgeM Phone (718)659-9111
The Restaurant
Daily Lunch Specials
Mon. to Fri. ll-2pm
*Lunch specials extended to 4pm for
York Students with ID
Jamaican Menu
Jerk Chicken*Brown Stewed Chicken*Escoveitched Fish
Curry Chicken*Brown Stewed Fish*Steamed Fish
Steak*Stew Beef*Curried Goat*Cow Foot*Oxtail
Pepper Steak*Shrimp*Lobster
Soup
Beef, Cow Cod, Red Pea, Gugo and Goat Head.
Chinese Menu
Beef with Broccoli
Sweet and Sour Chicken
Chop Suey* Fried Rice*Lo Mein
RESTAURANT HOURS
Monday thru Saturday ll:00am-10:00pm
Sunday 12:00-9:00pm
LOUNGE HOURS
HAPPY HOUR: Mon.-Fri. 4:00-7:00pm
Free Hors D' oeurves
SATTELLITE DISH ON PREMISES
Sunday - Saturday
12Noon-Until...
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YorkAthletes Honored At SportsAnd RecreationAwards
Nigel Ewing
Reporter
On Monday May 17th, the student athletes of York College took off their gym
shoes, cleats and sweat suits and donned
more formal apparel to receive their athletic
awards at the 18th Annual York College
Sports and Recreation Awards Ceremony.
"When I looked [into the Faculty Dining Room] at 3 o'clock, there was no one
here," said Dr. Stuart Bailin Director of Athletics. "But at about 3:15, the dining room
was filled. It is this type of support we need
for each athletic program, to make our college an extraordinary college."
Among the guests at the ceremony were
Dean Jacqueline Ray, Dr. David Jordan,
Peter Hurwitz, chairman of the CUNY Athletic Conference, and Patrick Duggan who
represented the President's office. It was
Duggan who opened the evening's proceedings with a short greeting and adulations
from the President's Office.
Dr. Bailin, fittingly the master of ceremonies, then introduced the Tennis Team's
coach.
Ms. Cheryl Chenet came up and introduced
the tennis team.
"After six years, we finally have a
woman on the team," said Chenet, referring
to Maria Kihlstrom. "The last time we had
a woman was when I played."
Chenet quickly summarized an arduous
season, where the greatest highlight was the
growth of the players. The Most Valuable
Player (MVP) was awarded to Michael
Williams and the Most Improved Player

York mens Volleyball team had a lot to celebrate this year as they finished
second overall in the CUNY conference.
(MIP) was presented to Qazi Emran Haq.
In a season marked by ups and downs, the
graduating senior Williams and the freshman Emran Haq provided a constant lift for
the tennis team.
The Track and Field coach, Youree
Spence, was next to introduce her team. This
is one of the teams on the rise at York College. They were blessed with a strong contingent of twelve athletes, which was a step
in the right direction, considering that last
year there were only four consistent athletes.
This season's MVP (men) was given to another senior, Patrick Cleary. Luecharna
Manning received the MIP for the women.
MVP (women) was rewarded to the freshman, Ingrette Williams, who was also a

member of the women's Varsity Basketball
Team.
It was left to the Soccer Team's coach
Tim Bradbury to provide a bit of humor to
the evening's events. The soccer team, recognized by the sparsity of its players, had a
horrible season.
"We were playing with five players in an
eleven-a-side game," saidBradbury. "I am
now beginning to understand what the other
coaches go through, trying to motivate and
recruit players."
Bradbury's talk was short and sweet. He
awarded the MVP to this reporter but, since
the most improved player was absent, he did
not announce the winners.
The Soccer Team's antithesis, in terms

of season's performance and support at the
evening's proceedings, were the Men's and
Women's Volleyball Teams. Mr. Bert Manning, a quiet-looking, petite man, has single
handedly revitalized the Volleyball program
at York College. Manning took little or no
credit for himself. He gave all the praise and
glory to his players.
"The rookie coach," as he called himself,
harnessed a wealth of talented and experienced players and guided them to a winning
season in which the men came in second in
the CUNY Conference final. The team was
made up of a number of quality players including three All-CUNY Conference players: Rhine Almonacy who was the team's
MVP, Pierre Fils-Aime and Marc E. Larose
who was the highest in assists in the CUNY
conference. Strong support came from the
MIP Robert Schmidt.
"I would like to have given it to the
whole team," said Manning, referring to
their self-rise from the bottom to second
place. "But I had to choose one player."
Although Manning came two days before their first game, the women's team had
yet another winning season. They had two
players named to the 2nd All-CUNY Conference team: Johanne Fierre and Nori
Duran, who was MVP for the team. The
most improved player was Autumn French.
The highlight of their season was reaching
the semifinals in the Hudson Valley Tournament.
At last year's award ceremony, Rick
McPhun, Women's Varsity Basketball
coach, had little or nothing to say about his
Continued on page 10.

Basketball Intramurals End In A Romp
By Nigel Ewing
Reporter
The York College, Spring '93 Intramural Basketball Tournament ended on May
27. It saw the experienced team of Benjamin Everette annihilate the favored team
of Vinnie Cartegena 72-52 in the final game.
This year's tournament was organized
and promoted by Cartegena and Louie LLol,
who were the primary organizers of last
semester's tournament.
"Vinnie and Louie did an excellent job,"
said Coach Ronald St. John, a member of
the championship team. "The players'
appeareance was great and the whole competition was well organized."
The players were given the liberty of
choosing their own teammates. The large
number of ardent participants made up eight
teams. Each team was simply numbered
and a league was set up with the top four
teams going on to the playoffs. The teams
were evenly matched according to
Cartegena and this augmented the high level
of competition.

"Vinnie and Louie did a good job. The
competition was there," said Anthony
Landry, better known as Raheem. "When
you are playing against friends, with friends,
it is much more enjoyable and you play
harder."
The semifinals were played on the Tuesday before the final. It saw Team 1,
captained by Cartegena, square up against
Team 7, captained by Sean Harris, in the
first game. The second game featured Team
4, captained by Brian Dawkins, taking on
the well-rounded Team 8 led by Benjamin
Everette.
The first game epitomized what the tournament was about. "It was evenly matched
all the way," said Vinnie, after the game.
"The team with the most heart won."
Vinnie's team won 47-46 on three foul shots
made by Val Pouponneau with one second
remaining in the second overtime.
It was fitting that the organizers of the
tournament had tremendous games, but it
was Cartegena who provided the highlight
of this game. With four seconds remaining,
Cartegena dribbled down court, took on two

opponents, and made a 20-foot jumper to tie
the game. He sent the game into the second overtime.
"I just let it go and prayed it went in,"
said Cartegena, better known as "set shot"
Vinnie.
This victory allowed them to move on to
play Team 8, the winner of the second game,
in the finals.
The second game was merely the fulfilling of prophecy. The well rounded, experienced team of Benjamin Everette defeated
the fledglingteam of Brian Dawkins 48-46
in overtime. In the end, the experience of
Coach St. John and Max Buthill were too
much for their opponents to handle. Costly
turnovers and lost rebounds paved the way
for the demise of Team 4.
"The whole team is talented," said
Everette. "But Coach and Max, they are the
main reasons we've been so successful."
The undefeated (8-0) team of Everette,
Ronald St. John, Bobby Shepherd, Max
Buthill, Duane Smith, and Eli Millon came
into the final game confident and poised.
"We are undefeated," said St. John, "The

pressure is on them."
Vinnie's team of Emmanuel Sanders,
B.J. White, Val Pouponneau and Louie LLol
seemed alert, ready and eager lo play. They
won the tip off and scored the first basket, a
15-foot jump shot by Llol. They then went
inside to Pouponneau who was unable to
convert any of his shots into points. This
was to be their undoing. Missed shots by
Cartegena and his team turned into rebounds, and rebounds into fast breaks for
Everette's team. By the end of the first half,
Everette's team was up by seven, 26-19.
The second half opened with Team 1
shooting much better than in the first half.
But it was not enough. When Team 1 had
reduced the lead to 2 points, two consecutive unanswered three pointers by Max, and
a pivotal steal by Bobby Shepherd, brought
the lead back up to 41-32. The final score
was 72-52. Unfortunately, this year there are
no trophies for the champions.
"There will be no trophies at the end this
year," said Everette, a trophy winner from
last year's playoffs. "It was just for sell'
gratification."

